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NEXT MEETING 
Sunday, April 15, 2018 

Red Rocks Cafe 
4223 Providence Rd 

 Social Time                  1500 
 Meeting with Meal     1530 
 
 
        

 NEWSLETTER APRIL 2018 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

We start the meeting on April 15th at the Red Rocks Café with a Social at 

3:00 PM, followed by a short business meeting, then dinner (order from 

the menu) and then the guest speaker presentation by Mr. Kenneth 

Mortimer, Director, Charlotte VA Medical Center. 

We are "business casual" with some men wearing jackets or not. 

John Willis will be leading the meeting as I will be on a European vacation. 

Please give him support at the meeting. 

I am working on improving the newsletter and will add more information 

and pictures. If you have any news to share about your family, work or 

other news-worthy items you wish to share, please email me. 

This past March 14th we had a Luncheon at Pike’s Old Fashion Soda Shop 

uptown and all had great fellowship. You may want to come and join us. 

They have great food and we are friendly people to be with. It is open to 

all. Next one is first Wednesday April. April 4th at 1130 

If you know of other places you think we can meet and socialize please let 

us know. 

We are still looking for someone to be the Secretary. The position of 

secretary may be divided to make it not as burdensome and time 

consuming, so if interested please see Ron Wilsbach or myself. 

Chapter meetings are held at the Red Rocks Café, 4223-8 Providence Rd., 
Strawberry Hill area where Fairview/Sardis Rds. cross Providence, behind 
Fresh Market, it is in the Strawberry Hill shopping center on the corner of 
Providence and Sardis Rd. 
 

Thank you for your participation with and for chapter goals attainment.    
Jay E. Garbus, CW4, USA (Ret), President 
 

The mission of the Charlotte-Metrolina Chapter of the Military Officers 

Association of America (MOAA) is to promote MOAA purposes and objectives. 

This will foster fraternal relations among retired, active, and former officers of 

the uniformed services, and their Reserve and National Guard components. The 

goal is to actively promote the protection of the rights and interests of members 

of the uniform services, their family members including survivors, provide useful 

services for members and their families, and serve the community, the active 

military forces (past present, and future), and our nation. 
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NEW CHAPTER WEB SITE – We have a new 
chapter web site at 
https://www.moaacharlotte.com/.  Go try the 
new site. Thanks to Dale Hogue for creating it. 
 
See 
https://www.facebook.com/MOAACharlotte/ 
 
PROGRAMS – JOHN WILLIS 
 
April 15th, 2018 – Mr. 
Kenneth Mortimer, 
Director, Charlotte VA 
Health Center 
 
 
May 20th, 2018 – JROTC Scholarship awards 
presentation and dinner.  There will be four $ 
2,000 scholarships given to the selected JROTC 
High School Senior awardees.  They will also 
have their JROTC Instructor and parents in 
attendance. USAA has given $300 towards this 
event. 
 
June 15, 2018 – NC Council of Chapters 
Quarterly meeting hosted by our Chapter. 
Friday night dinner and great program at the 
Crowne Plaza. See banquet reservation form 
and program flyer in the publication. 
 

LEGISLATION – DICK STEEVES     
 
NETWORK PHARMACY COST CHANGES - A 
recent MOAA update indicated that there would 
be no new TRICARE fee increases for 2019. 
However, most beneficiaries, have discovered 
their TRICARE cost shares have, in many cases, 
drastically in-creased since Jan. 1, 2018. The 
measure, approved by the Senate in early 2017, 
is included in the final version of the annual 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). Over the 
next 12 years, the measure would steadily 
increase co-pays for most drugs through retail 
pharmacies, while adding new fees to those 
received by mail. Drugs received at military 
pharmacies will continue to be free.  
 

NORTH CAROLINA - We should all be 
concerned about getting HB 103 out of the 
Finance Committee, passed and signed into law. 
It would continue the Bailey Act by providing 
military, federal, state and local retirees with 
their pensions free from state income tax. A 
similar bill from the state Senate (SB 153) would 
do the same, but only for military retirees. 

Economic studies show that eliminating state 
income taxes on government retirees at all 
levels will actually increase state revenues 
(approximately $2.50 for every $1) while 
attracting more retirees to North Carolina. This 
will be a boon for the North Carolina economy, 
so don’t be fooled by people who claim the 
state will soon do away completely with its 
income tax law. It has been talked about for 
years and has yet to happen. We need a clean, 
clear Bailey extension, NOW!  
 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES - MOAA Military Family 

Initiative (MFI) and Community Outreach Grant 
The board has approved for the chapter to apply 
for a MOAA MFI Community Outreach Grant in 
partnership with Veteran Bridge Home (VBH). It 
is in support of a veteran mentoring program 
designed by VBH and chapter volunteers. The 
grant application for 2018 was submitted on 28 
February 2018. The 2017 grants from MOAA FMI 
to some chapters were around $ 5,000. Our 
MOAA chapter will have control of the grant 
funds and some members will need to serve as 
mentors. If approved, we will be asking for some 
chapter members to train and serve as mentors 
for area vets. 
 

Chapter “Informal” Luncheon Gathering at 

Pike’s Old-Fashioned Soda Shop The first 

Wednesday of 

every month 

except August, we 

will be meeting at 

1130 at Pike’s Old-

Fashioned Soda 

Shop, 1930 

Camden Road for a social get together.  

 
Pike’s is on Camden parallel to South Blvd. just 
over the LYNX tracks. The parking garage is one 
block further East on Hawkins at the intersection 
of Dogget. After parking you can walk next to 
the blue construction barrier to Camden and 
Pikes Soda Shop.  Bring your parking ticket. Pikes 
will validate the ticket for free parking.  

 
The ROTC/JROTC MOAA Leadership Awards 
Program – Certificates and medals are being 
distributed for delivery to the 39-high school 
JROTC programs we support. Still need a few 

https://www.moaacharlotte.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MOAACharlotte/


 

volunteers for delivery and/or presentation at 
the schools. 
 

The UNCC ROTC Gold Bars Program – Scott 

Morris heads up the Army program and Chuck 

Martin heads up the Air Force program. 

Presentation of Gold Bars is on May 11th. 
 

JROTC SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISING - 
Chapter JROTC Scholarship Fund Golf 

Tournament on October 5th, 2018.  Planning is 

ongoing for 2018. We are actively seeking Prime 

Sponsors at the $ 1,000 level and up. Support 

material and tournament information will be 

distributed soon. Hole sponsorships are $ 200. 

Let us know about any potential new sponsors 

and start getting commitments from our 

previous sponsors. Get involved now! 

 

SURVIVING SPOUSE LIAISON - Gloria Scienski 
 

NORTH CAROLINA COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS 
MEETINGS 

 
June 15 and 16, 2018 - Charlotte, NC (See 
reservations for banquet and speaker) 
 
September 7-8, 2018 - Columbia, SC, Council and 

Chapter Leadership Workshop 

 

October 19-20, 2018 (Tentative) - Wilmington, 
NC 
 

MOAA NATION MEETING - November 1-2, 

2018 - Phoenix, AZ 
 

THE 4TH BRANCH LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE 

& PETITION  
4th Branch has launched a 

new website and advocacy 

center in support of our 

efforts to eliminate the state income tax on 

government retirees’ hard-earned retirement 

benefits! If you're receiving this email, you're 

already part of the new advocacy center and 

have access to alerts, calls-to-action, petitions 

and more. 

We Need Your Help! To help us launch the new 
site and our online advocacy tool, we've 
launched a new petition (in advance of this year's 
legislative session) to gather names to show the 
strength of our cause. Please take just a moment 
to visit the action center at the website and click 
"Take Action" (or the arrow beside "1 Petition") 
to add your name and help us validate our 
membership. As always, being a part of the 4th 
Branch is free and open to ANYONE concerned 
about ending the taxation of military, federal, 
state and local government retirement benefits. 
Feel free to share this email or the website with 
any of your peers. Thanks to Jeri Graham 
 
ON GOING EVENTS 
• The 1st Thursday of every month from 0900 

to 1000, the Levine Senior Center in 
Matthews sponsors a Veteran’s Coffee.  All 
are welcome. 

• The 4th Saturday of every month join the 
LOPH for breakfast at 0900 at the Golden 
Corral in Matthews, on Highway 74 
(Independence Blvd.).  

• Veterans Bridge Home and Charlotte 
Veterans Network 
❖ Veteran’s Coffees on the 4th Fridays of 

every month at the Dilworth Grill on 

Morehead and Mc Dowell from 0800 to 

0930.  $5 Breakfast 

❖ Ballantyne Breakfast the 1st Thursday of 

the month at Another Broken Egg Café 

from 0730 – 0900.  Pay your own meal.  

❖ Lunch at Covenant Presbyterian Church, 

1000 E. Morehead Street.  (The 

attendance has been so popular they had 

to move from Dilworth Grille.)  They 

meet the 2nd Wednesday of every month 

from 1145 – 1300.  $10 Buffet. 

❖ Breakfast at Covenant Presbyterian 

Church every 4th Friday 0800-0930. 

❖ University Coffee every 3rd Friday 0730-

0900 at UNCC ROTC Memorial Hall. 



 

CHAPTER GROUP ACTIVITIES – Anyone for 
clay shooting outing. Rocky Creek Sporting Clays 
in SC is one such venue. If this is of interest, Dale 
Hogue can explore and then set up a date for 
those who want to go.  

 
VA EBENEFITS REACHES 7-MILLION USER 
MILESTONE 
Last month, eBenefits reached the impressive 
7-million user mark — enough people to fill an 
average football stadium more than 70 times! 
Each of these lives has been positively 
impacted by having on-demand access to 
benefits information and self-service through 
this joint VA/DoD web portal.  eBenefits’ 
growth and popular on-demand services 
shows the importance of increasing access to 
VA benefits.  
 

VA COLON AND RECTAL CHECK UP - What is 
colon and rectal (colorectal) cancer? What are 
the symptoms? How can you prevent colorectal 
cancer? All adult men and women are at risk of 
developing colorectal cancer. We have a list of 
commonly asked questions and straightforward 
answers to help you prepare to discuss a 
possible screening with your doctor. 
 
VA ONLINE APPOINTMENTS - Have you 
scheduled your first online appointment through 
My HealtheVet yet? Veterans at more than 100 
VA Medical Centers (VAMCs) across the country 
are now able to request or schedule 
appointments online through My HealtheVet. 
This easy tool allows veterans to self-schedule or 
cancel many types of their VA appointments.  

VA CLAIMS - Would you like a decision on your 
claim in 30 days or 
less when VA 
receives it? You can 
have it through the 
Decision Ready 
Claims Program 
when you work with 
an accredited Veteran Service Organization and 
provide all necessary evidence with your 
application.  

AMAZON SMILE DONATIONS for SUPPORT 
OF CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 

Ronald Wilsbach, 
Thank you for registering Charlotte-Metrolina 
Chapter of the MOAA at org.amazon.com and 
welcome to AmazonSmile, where Amazon 
donates 0.5% of the price of eligible 
smile.amazon.com purchases to the charities 
selected by customers. Your registration is now 
complete. We will reach out to you if there are 
any questions. 
 
Next, spread the word to your supporters so they 
can generate donations for your organization 
when they shop. Log in to your Org Central 
account and click on Marketing Tools to access 
the following helpful tools. 

Always share your unique link in your email, 
social media and on your website. When 
customers sign up for AmazonSmile, they’re 
asked to select one of over a million charities to 
support. When customers click on your unique 
link, they skip this charity selection process. 
Instead, they're taken to smile.amazon.com and 
are automatically asked if they want to support 
Charlotte-Metrolina Chapter of the MOAA.  
Your unique charity link: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-3779812 

MOAA SUPPORTERS 
 

 

 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS  

 

 

 

 

MOAA Chapter coin $10.00 - contact Ron 

Wilsbach 
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